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A Letter From the Principal 
As we begin the month of 
May, I would like to take the 
opportunity to thank the 
EES school community of 
students, teachers and staff 
for their hard work and 
determination in completing 
the SBAC assessments.  
This month is often referred 
to as the month of 
remembrance.  Sunday, May 
10th, we celebrate Mother’s 
Day and remember the 
women in our lives who have 

shown us unconditional love 
and courage by nurturing and believing in our infinite 
potential. To all the mothers, grandparents, aunts, 
sisters, and companions in our lives, please accept my 
sincere gratitude and thanks for all you do.  On 
Memorial Day, May 25th, we remember the men and 
women of the armed forces who made the ultimate 
sacrifice so that we might all enjoy the freedoms that are 
the hallmarks of this great nation.  For their service and 
courage, I am humbled and truly grateful.  The EES 
community will be honoring our fallen heroes at the 
Memorial Day program at EES on May 22nd.  In 
addition the student marching band will be performing 
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Important Dates 

• 5/5 - Region 4 Budget 
Referendum 12 - 8pm 

• 5/6 - PTO sponsored 
Teacher Appreciation 
Luncheon 

• 5/11 - Essex Town 
Meeting-Budget Vote 
7:30pm Essex Town Hall 

• 5/13 - EES Art Show 
6:00pm 

• 5/14 - EES BOE Meeting 
7:00pm 

• 5/15 - Early Dismissal 1pm 

• 5/20 - 6th Grade Unity Day 

• 5/22 - Memorial Day 
Program 9am 

• 5/25 - Memorial Day 
Parade 

Students in Mrs. Nodden’s class 
present their research project. 
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at the Essex Memorial Day Parade on Monday, May 
25th.    

 Our students at EES have been hard at work .  As I 
walk through our halls and visit our classrooms, I am 
impressed with all that our students and teachers have 
done throughout the year.  Mr. Stevens and Mrs. Lenz 
are preparing for the annual art show on Wednesday, 
May 13th.   It is a  time to celebrate the creativity and 
hard work from all of our students.  I love seeing the 
beautiful examples of student work that will adorn our 
walls and hope that you will join us for this wonderful 
celebration of students’ accomplishments.  With the end 
of the school year quickly approaching, I want to thank 
each of you for your ongoing support of our students, 
our teachers and staff, and our mission here at EES. 
This year has been, and continues to be, a success due 
to the collective efforts of all in providing opportunities 
for our students to succeed and grow. 

Warmest Regards, !
Scott Jeffrey 
 
 

�2

Forty-two students in grades 4, 
5, and 6 displayed their creative, original 
inventions in the EES gym on April 1, 2015.  
Working on their inventions at home and 
during three afternoons after school in March 
with Mrs. MacDonald, Mrs. Plumley, and Mrs. 
Harvey, students unveiled the finished products 
to the public. We thank our six volunteer 
judges, representing a range of science	


Practical Ideas in 
Abundance at the 
annual Invention 

Convention! 

Spring Climate Survey 

Thank you for your help in 
completing the Spring Climate 
Survey.  The responses to the 
questions provide us with specific 
data that will guide our school 
improvement team’s work as we 
look at innovative strategies to 
maintain and improve our school 
climate.   

While reviewing the data, we 
realized that one of our questions 
may not have been written in a 
way that allowed us to gauge your 
awareness of classroom web 
pages.  In order to be sure that we 
continue to provide the best 
possible communication with 
parents and set our direction 
moving forward, we would like to 
solicit more information from 
you, our stakeholders.  Please 
click on the link below to answer 
two brief questions.  Please 
complete the additional survey 
questions by 11:00pm Friday, 
May 8, 2015.  Thank you in 
advance for your assistance. 

Survey Link https://
www.surveymonkey.co
m/s/ESXPRNT2 !

EES Chorus Performs at Spring 
Concert

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/ESXPRNT2
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/ESXPRNT2
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Invention Convention Continued: !
professions for listening to each inventor 
and for determining the four students to 
represent EES at the state competition.   !
Four students represented EES at the 
Connecticut Invention Convention at 
UConn on May 2. The Dry Eyes, the 
Cool Hand Hydrator 3000, the Puppy 
Potty Trainer, and the Shower Cleaner!  
Congratulations to Lily Frese who one 
Best in Group at the Convention at 
UCONN for her invention called Dry 
Eyes.  Our thanks also go to the EES 
PTO for their financial support for this 
endeavor and to all of the families who 
assisted our young inventors at home 
with the logistics to complete the 
finished products! 

Salmon Release Field Trip !
 On Friday, April 17th, the fourth 
grade classes travelled to Salmon River 
State Park in East Hampton.  We brought 
with us 185 baby salmon called “alevin” to 
release into the Salmon River. 
 The salmon were brought to our 
school in December through a program 
created and supported by the State of 
Connecticut DEEP and the Connecticut 
River Salmon Association (CRSA).  The 
fourth	  grade	  received	  200	  eggs	  in	  the	  

“eyed egg” stage - meaning we could see 
black dots in the salmon colored eggs that 
were the eyes.  
 The students have been observing 
these salmon since December.  When the 
students observed the salmon, they wrote 
a detailed description 
and drew a picture in 
their journal. It was 
exciting when the eggs 
hatched in March into 
the alevin stage.  Since 
that time the alevin 
have been learning to 
swim more swiftly and 
to try to hide from 
predators under rocks.  
Of the 200 eggs we 
received, only 185 actually hatched.  This 
is a typical percentage that we have seen 
over the years. 
 As the salmon neared the “fry” 
stage, they needed to be released into the 
river.  They were now about 3-4 
centimeters long.  Mr. Kucharski, our 
contact person  with the CRSA, joined us 
on the trip.  He reminded the students of 
the long journey our salmon have in front 
of them.  Then he gave each student a cup 
of water to hold the salmon in as they 
were gently put into the water. 
 Students were each able to release 
2-3 salmon into the river.  The students 
needed to find a quiet spot for the salmon 
so they could find shelter under the rocks 
in the water.  Many students were sad to 
see the salmon go.  If all goes well, in 
about two years some of these fish might 
make their long journey down the Salmon 
River, to the Connecticut River, out 
Long Island Sound, around Cape Cod, 
and up to the waters of Greenland.  
 The fourth grade teachers want to 
thank the DEEP and the CRSA for the 
program.  We also want to thank Mr. 
Kucharski and the parent chaperones for 
helping us on this trip.  Despite the rainy 
weather, we all had a great day. 
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